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Introduction to Foundational Competencies (FC) & Model Code of Ethics for Educators 
(MCEE) 

All graduate students who are in an approved program leading to initial teacher certification, or 
advanced certification, in professional preparation programs, are expected to demonstrate that they 
are prepared to work with children and youth in educational settings. This preparation results from 
the combination of successful completion of university coursework and field/internship 
experiences and the demonstration of important human characteristics and dispositions that all 
educators should possess. Applicants to the MCERT pathway are required to review the 
Foundational Competencies (FC) & Model Code of Ethics for Educators (MCEE) Introduction 
and submit an acknowledgement survey. A PDF copy of the completed acknowledgement survey 
must be uploaded to the TerpEngage Application. 

https://umdsurvey.umd.edu/jfe/form/SV_bHhjk8jmRtwDL8i 
 

IMCP applicants should upload their Foundational Competencies completed during their 
undergraduate program in lieu of the acknowledgement survey. 

 
Federal Aid deadline 
The priority deadline for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is February 15 
of each year. Visit: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa.
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Greetings Prospective MCERTers, 
Welcome to the College of Education at the University of Maryland! We are delighted that you 
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The Master's Certification Pathway is a one-year graduate-level teacher preparation program that 
leads to elementary, middle school, secondary or PreK-12 teacher certification and a Master of 
Education (M.Ed.) degree. Grade level/content area specializations include Art, Elementary 
Education, English, Mathematics, Middle School Math and Science, Physical Education, 
Secondary Sciences (Agricultural and Extension Education, Biology, Chemistry, Computer 
Science, Earth/Space Science, Physics), Social Studies (History, Government, Geography, 
Psychology, etc.), TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages), and World 
Languages (Chinese, French, German, Italian, Latin, Russian, Spanish). 

The MCERT Pathway provides an intensive, full-time experience that integrates both theory and 
practice in a school based program. Interns will be engaged in learning and teaching activities at a 
school site during the weekdays. In addition, interns will attend pedagogy and education courses 
throughout the week. The demands of this compact, intensive experience preclude MCERT interns 
from employment or graduate assistantships during the internship year. The MCERT Pathway is 
offered only on an intensive full-time basis; there is no part-time option, and though we do offer 
some online coursework, we do not offer a distance-learning program. 
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Graduate-Level Degree Program 

The Curriculum and Instruction program in the Department of Teaching and Learning, Policy and 
Leadership (TLPL) at the University of Maryland College Park is ranked 17th in the nation by 
U.S. News & World Report. MCERT students receive instruction from high-caliber faculty and 
explore in-depth opportunities to connect content and pedagogy.  MCERT students participate in 
a year-long inquiry project (in lieu of a thesis), which culminates into the writing of a graduate 
seminar paper. MCERT students present their research at the end of the program. In addition, all 
MCERT students produce a teaching portfolio (in lieu of a master's comprehensive examination). 

Fast 

Earning a Master’s degree from a professionally accredited program while also preparing state 
teacher certification.  MCERT students complete between 36 & 39 credits (depending on their 
content specialization) in just under one year.   

Affordability 

All students enrolled in this program will be charged a modified graduate tuition, regardless of 
resident classification, making MCERT an affordable option.   

Intensive Mentored Internships 

Throughout the entire internship year, MCERT interns apprentice in classrooms with experienced 
certified teachers who serve as mentors. The classrooms serve as "learning laboratories" where 
MCERTers can practice the ideas and concepts that they are studying in their courses and learn 
the essentials of instructional planning, responsive teaching, embracing diversity, and the ongoing 
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School Partnerships 

Created in 1985, MCERT has expanded to encompass partnerships with four neighboring school 
districts: Anne Arundel, Howard, Montgomery, and Prince George's counties. Select partners from 
these school districts, in which we have 25 school sites, join university faculty in the development 
of the program curriculum. MCERT interns study in Professional Development (PDS) schools 
across these four districts. 

Professional Accreditation 

The College of Education is fully accredited by the Association for Advancing Quality in Educator 
Preparation (AAQEP), and our programs are approved by the Maryland State Department of 
Education. MCERT provides all requirements for Maryland State Certification, combining the 
rigorous coursework and content/grade level-specific internship (student teaching). Upon 
successful completion of the program, we recommend that interns submit documentation to the 
Maryland State Department of Education for licensure. 

Location 

The University of Maryland's reputation and location near Washington, D.C. provides students 
with a wealth of opportunities to work in diverse school districts, collaborate with educational 
associations, and engage in meaningful, practical research.  Our campus is within close proximity 
to several large, well renowned school systems. 

Conceptual Framework 

The College of Education requires that all graduates demonstrate these four core proficiencies: 

1. Candidates demonstrate competency in their knowledge of subject matter, curriculum, 
pedagogy, and content knowledge. 

2. Candidates demonstrate an understanding of learners and their social and cultural 
contexts with a global perspective and intentional sensitivity to other cultures. 

3. Candidates practice evidence-based decision-making using assessment as well as the 
critical interpretation of research and inquiry to improve educational practice. 

4. Candidates competently integrate technology in instruction to support student learning 
and develop data driven solutions for instructional and school improvement. 

These proficiencies ensure that our graduates will be ready to embrace their responsibilities for 
advancing the learning and development of their PK-16 students, advocating for students in the 
school districts and classrooms where they work, and leading others towards the same goals.
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A preliminary transcript review by the College of Education advising office is required for 
MCERT applicants who are applying for the following: Art, English, Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, and World Languages. The review can be requested online at 
https://umdsurvey.umd.edu/jfe/form/SV_9EVV51GOaZS8Cai. Please submit your request 2 to 4 
weeks prior to submitting your Graduate School application. The completed review should be 
uploaded to your application. A transcript review is not required for IMCP applicants. 
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Social Studies 

Major in a discipline that falls under the umbrella of the Social Studies: History, Government, 
Geography, Economics, Anthropology, Sociology, Psychology, International Relations, and 
related fields. Note: Reviewers of applicants with a major in a more loosely related field may 
consider if they have a minor or minor equivalency in History, Government, Geography, or 
Economics. The following courses, plus up to 18 more in History, Government, Geography, or 
Economics, must be completed to equal a minimum of 30 credits total. 

• 3 History Courses: 
o One U.S. History Course 
o One European History Course 
o One non-European History Course (i.e., Africa, Asia, Latin America, Middle East) 

• 1 Government Course (preferably American Government) 
• 1 Geography Course (preferably Human Geography 
• 1 Economics Course 
• 1 Behavioral Sciences Course (i.e., Anthropology, Sociology, Psychology) 

Mathematics 

A degree in Mathematics or Applied Mathematics with courses such as: 

• Calculus 
• Calculus II 
• Multivariable Calculus 
• Differential Equations 
• Linear Algebra 
• Advanced Calculus (Analysis) 
• Statistics/Probability Theory 
• Abstract Algebra/Modern Algebra 
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• Extension and Ag Literacy Course 
• Plant Pathology 
• Weed Science 
• Entomology Requirement 
• Chemistry & Lab 
• Biology 1 & Lab 
• Plant Structure and Function 
• Power & Technical systems requirement 
• Natural Resources requirement 

Biology 

• Principles of Biology I 
• Principles of Biology II 
• Principles of Genetics 
• Biological Diversity Course 
• General Chemistry I 
• General Chemistry II 
• Organic Chemistry I 
• Organic Chemistry II 
• Calculus I 
• Calculus II 
• Physics I 
• Advanced Program Specialization Courses: 

o Cell Biology & Genetics 
o Ecology & Evolution 
o General Biology 
o Microbiology 
o Physiology & Neurobiology 

Chemistry 

• General and Analytical Chemistry 
• General and Inorganic Chemistry 
• Principles of Organic Chem I 
• Principles of Organic Chem II 
• Inorganic & Analytical Chemistry Lab 
• Physical Chemistry I 
• Physical Chemistry II 
• Physical Chemistry Laboratory I Inorganic Chemistry 
• Prof Issues in Chemistry & Biochemistry 
• Instrumental Methods of Analysis 
• Physical Chemistry Laboratory II 
• Principles of Biology I 
• Principles of Physics I
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World Languages 
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Application Deadlines 
Applications must be submitted by the dates listed: 
(All dates are prior to June of the planned year of entry.) 

• *November 5th: Priority deadline for all applicants 
NOTE: February 3rd: Final deadline for Secondary Social Studies applicants 

• March 14th: Final deadline for all other applications 
Applications received between November 5th and March 14th will be considered on a rolling 
basis if space is still available in the program. 

   *Applicants must apply by November 5th for best consideration for scholarships. 

Note to international students: The MCERT Pathway does NOT comply with regulations required 
for issuance of I-20, due to its non-standard program dates and course dates 

 
Preliminary Transcript Review
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https://umdsurvey.umd.edu/jfe/form/SV_bHhjk8jmRtwDL8i 

IMCP applicants should upload their Foundational Competencies completed during their 
undergraduate program in lieu of the acknowledgement survey. 

 
Application Interview 

The MCERT Coordinator will review all completed MCERT application folders and forward them 
to the content-area units for a more in-depth review. All candidates who meet the program 
qualifications in terms of content-area preparation, undergraduate GPA, passing Praxis Core 
scores, and overall suitability for the program will receive an interview by members of the College 
and MCERT faculty. 

Those who submit applications by November 1st will be interviewed in late November to early 
December and notified of the department's admission recommendation by January 1st. For those 
who submit applications by March 1st will be interviewed in March and notified of the department's 
admission recommendation in mid to late April. 

Reviewers expect candidates for Art to bring a portfolio to their MCERT admission interview. All 
MCERT candidates are encouraged to provide a copy of their resume to the interview team. 

Application Materials
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Application Type: Degree 
Level of Study: Master's 
Intended Program: Curriculum and Instruction (EDCI), M.Ed./Cert 
Term of Entrance: Summer I (MCERT/IMCP ONLY begins in the summer) 
Program of Study:     Curriculum and Instruction (EDCI)  
 College/School:  College of Education 
Area of Interest 1:    Maryland Master’s Certification program (MCERT) or Integrated master’s 

Certification Program (Off-Campus/1yr) (IMCP) 
Area of Interest 2:      Choose the content area you would like to teach. 

(NOTE: This selection is required to determine who reviews your 
application. If not selected, there may be a delay with the processing 
of your application.) 
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Applicants must upload all the required documents before submitting the application. With any 
missing material, the reviewers will deem the application is incomplete. Documents required to 
upload are 1) Transcripts, 2) Statement of Purpose, 3) Resume, 4) Preliminary Transcript Review 
(MCERT only, not required for IMCP applicants), 5) Introduction to Foundational Competencies 
(FC) & Model Code of Ethics for Educators (MCEE) acknowledgement survey form 6) Basic 
skills test scores (if required). Recommendation Letters should be submitted directly by the 
recommender. 

 
Transcripts 

The University requires official transcripts from all colleges and universities attended and listed 
in the application. The program does not require a transcript for an institution where students 
enrolled for six credits or less, unless the coursework applies to content prerequisites. 

For application purposes, applicants should upload a copy of the official transcript(s). UMD 
students can upload an unofficial transcript from Testudo. All uploaded transcripts are considered 
unofficial. Upon admission into the program, the Graduate School requires official transcripts. 
Official transcripts must be sent directly from the institutions attended or submitted in a sealed 
envelope or via parchment services to: 

The Graduate School, University of Maryland 
2123 Lee Building 
7809 Regents Drive 
College Park, MD 20742 
Electronic transcripts should be sent to gradschool@umd.edu 

 
(Please do not send official transcripts to the College of Education or to the program).
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Statement of Purpose 

For Elementary Candidates ONLY.
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TOEFL Official Scores 

UMD requires TOEFL scores for applicants whose first language is not English. The requirement 
is waived for students who earned their bachelor's at an English-speaking university. TOEFL 
scores must be sent directly from the testing agency ETS to UMD (Institution Code: 5814). 

 
OPI Scores 

The OPI applies only to candidates for the World Languages program. Required by July 1st. 
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to apply for these scholarships and is automatically eligible for the award based on information 
provided on their application. Best consideration for these scholarships is given to admitted MCERT 
students who submitted their graduate school application by the November 5th MCERT priority 
deadline. 
 
 

Knowles Science Teaching Foundation Fellowships 
Knowles awards teaching fellowships to individuals who have received a bachelor's or advanced 
degree in science, engineering, or mathematics and are committed to teaching high school science 
and/or mathematics in U.S. schools. The fellowship supports recipients professionally and 
financially through a teacher preparation program. 

• Fellowship provides the following: tuition assistance, monthly stipend, instructional 
support, school- site mentor, room, board, and travel expenses for summer professional 
development and fellows' meetings, membership in a professional organization. 

• Fellowships are renewable for five years 
• For more information, see www.kstf.org 

 
TEACH Grants: Through the College Cost Reduction and Access Act of 2007, Congress created 
the Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant Program that 
provides grants of up to $4,000 per year to students who intend to teach in a public or private 
elementary or secondary school that serves students from low-income families. 

● Expected availability for math, science, foreign language, bilingual education, and 
other high-need areas. 

● Provided through the Department of Education 
● Must have at least a 3.25 GPA 
● Graduate student scholarships available for up to $8000 
● Must teach in a high-need school in a high-need field for a minimum of 4 years 

within eight years after finishing the program 
● For more information and to apply, see: 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/teach 
 

The Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) at the Maryland Higher Education 
Commission (MHEC) offers several financial aid, scholarship and grant options, including the 

, which is full scholarship that may be awarded to 
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Students must complete the Immunization Form and submit it to the Health Center. The form 
and submission directions are available at this link: https://health.umd.edu/medical-
behavioral- health/immunization-clinic. 
*Students have one semester to complete this requirement. 
**Immunization forms from previous colleges are also acceptable. 
(IMCP students do not need to fill out the Immunization form again since the Health Center 
already has their records from their undergraduate studies). 

 
COVID-19 Vaccine Verification 
Students must upload your vaccine documentation into the Keep Terps Safe Portal. You must 
complete this step, otherwise a block will be placed on your registration. 
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The Department of Transportation Services website provides information regarding parking 
policies around the campus. The Shuttle-UM and Alternative Transportation links on the 
Department of Transportation Services will give you all the information you need on getting to 
and from and around campus if you don’t drive (shuttle schedules, maps, Metro connections 
etc.). http://www.transportation.umd.edu/ 
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 Admissions and General MCERT Pathway Information: Joy Jones, MCERT Pathway 
Coordinator. MCERT@umd.edu Or jonesj@umd.edu 

 
 MCERT Pathway Website: 

https://education.umd.edu/academics/programs/masters/curriculum-and-instruction- 
master-education-med-certification-mcert 

 
 Graduate School Application: 

https://gradschool.umd.edu/admissions/application- process/step-step-guide-
applying 

 
 Financial Aid deadline: The priority deadline for the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) is February 15 of each year. Visit: www.fafsa.ed.gov 


